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DATA DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM, METHOD
AND PROGRAM PRODUCT

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The present invention is a related to U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 13/751,856, “DATA DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM,
METHOD AND PROGRAM PRODUCT” to Marcos Dias
De Assuncao et al., filed Jan. 28, 2013, assigned to the
assignee of the present invention and incorporated herein by
reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention is related to sharing locally gener-
ated data among organizations in other locations and more
particularly to more efficiently distribute data collected/gen-
erated for one location with other locations that may other-
wise be unaware of, but that may have a need or use for, the
data.

2. Background Description

A typical broad geographic area may cover many smaller
locations, each managed and serviced by local authorities,
e.g., organizations, government departments, and individu-
als. Local authorities are setting up operation centers, such as
the IBM Intelligent Operations Center, to efficiently monitor
and manage services for the location, e.g., police, fire depart-
ments, traffic management and weather. See, e.g., www-
01.ibm.com/software/industry/intelligent-oper-center/.

A state of the art operation center includes an emergency
capability that facilitates proactively addressing local emer-
gencies. In particular, the operation center emergency capa-
bility facilitates departments in generating, collecting, and
processing voluminous information about the local environ-
ment from a wide range of location services and simulation
engines. Sources of this information include, for example,
police departments, fire departments, traffic management
systems, weather forecasts, and flooding simulation. The use-
fulness of much of this data produced, processed and col-
lected by one entity may overlap with, be common with, and
frequently is relevant to, not only other local organizations,
but also to organizations in one or more of the other (e.g.,
surrounding) localities.

A typical operation center normally simulates and models
local conditions and extreme weather conditions, e.g., traffic,
weather and flooding in metropolitan areas. By combining
local sensor data with the simulation results the operation
center can identify possible infrastructure disruptions. After
using the simulation results to identify potential disruptions,
the operation center can identify similar conditions as they
arise, and trigger appropriate local responses, e.g., initiate
processes to circumvent and/or minimize effects of the dis-
ruptions. Thus, the simulation and model results have made
an operation center an important tool in minimizing the
impact of flooding and, moreover, for flood prevention plan-
ning in highly populated areas. Similarly, a typical operation
center uses simulation and model data to facilitate situational
planning for dry regions, e.g., to mitigate bush fire damage to
Crops.

A complete data picture is important to analyzing and
predicting the potential impact of extreme or hazardous con-
ditions for a specific locale. While, a typical simulation may
focus on a small, limited area, the results generally depend on
data from a more widespread region and surroundings. Simu-
lating extreme weather conditions, for example, a hurricane
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impacting on a city, requires data from surrounding areas, and
even distant locations. Locating and identifying all relevant
data that may be available, has not been a simple task.

Thus, there is a need for discovering available geographi-
cally specific data and in particular for facilitating allowing
owners of geographically specific data to share costs, and
optimize producing and using geographically specific data.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A feature of the invention is more efficient sharing/distri-
bution of data collected/generated by an organization with
and among, other organizations that may be interested in the
data;

Another feature of the invention is proactively distribution
of collected/generated data in mutually agreeable format;

Yet another feature of the invention is more efficient dis-
tribution of collected/generated data, sharing the data with
organizations in different locales, in a format suitable to other
organizations.

The present invention relates to a data distribution system,
method and a computer program product therefor. Computers
provisioned with operations centers supporting individual
locations share resources with organizations in multiple loca-
tions. FEach operations center receives and evaluates local
information for the supported location and selectively pro-
vides evaluated information for reuse by other locations. A
data exchange agent in each operations center publishes
information available from a supported location to a publica-
tion subscription unit. The operations center also subscribes
to the publication subscription unit for information available
from other locations. The publication subscription unit iden-
tifies matches between subscriptions and publications. A
negotiation unit negotiates matched information transfers
between operations centers.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The foregoing and other objects, aspects and advantages
will be better understood from the following detailed descrip-
tion of a preferred embodiment of the invention with refer-
ence to the drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 depicts a cloud computing node according to an
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 depicts a cloud computing environment according
to an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 3 depicts abstraction model layers according to an
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 4A shows an example of a preferred system distrib-
uting and sharing data between organizations servicing
neighboring locales according to a preferred embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 4B shows a detailed example of a typical locale, e.g.,
a city, and city organizations;

FIG. 5 shows an example of multiple preferred operation
centers in shared information technology (IT) infrastructure
(e.g., in cloud computing infrastructure) facilitating data con-
sumption and production;

FIGS. 6 A-B show an example of collecting and publishing
data 180, and subscribing and receiving published data;

FIG. 7 shows an example of negotiations with the originat-
ing operation center providing potential customer operation
centers with data samples for quality testing.

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

It is understood in advance that although this disclosure
includes a detailed description on cloud computing, imple-
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mentation of the teachings recited herein are not limited to a
cloud computing environment. Rather, embodiments of the
present invention are capable of being implemented in con-
junction with any other type of computing environment now
known or later developed and as further indicated hereinbe-
low.

Cloud computing is a model of service delivery for
enabling convenient, on-demand network access to a shared
pool of configurable computing resources (e.g. networks,
network bandwidth, servers, processing, memory, storage,
applications, virtual machines, and services) that can be rap-
idly provisioned and released with minimal management
effort or interaction with a provider of the service. This cloud
model may include at least five characteristics, at least three
service models, and at least four deployment models.

Characteristics are as follows:

On-demand self-service: a cloud consumer can unilaterally
provision computing capabilities, such as server time and
network storage, as needed automatically without requiring
human interaction with the service’s provider.

Broad network access: capabilities are available over a
network and accessed through standard mechanisms that pro-
mote use by heterogeneous thin or thick client platforms (e.g.,
mobile phones, laptops, and PDAs).

Resource pooling: the provider’s computing resources are
pooled to serve multiple consumers using a multi-tenant
model, with different physical and virtual resources dynami-
cally assigned and reassigned according to demand. There is
a sense of location independence in that the consumer gener-
ally has no control or knowledge over the exact location of the
provided resources but may be able to specify location at a
higher level of abstraction (e.g., country, state, or datacenter).

Rapid elasticity: capabilities can be rapidly and elastically
provisioned, in some cases automatically, to quickly scale out
and rapidly released to quickly scale in. To the consumer, the
capabilities available for provisioning often appear to be
unlimited and can be purchased in any quantity at any time.

Measured service: cloud systems automatically control
and optimize resource use by leveraging a metering capability
at some level of abstraction appropriate to the type of service
(e.g., storage, processing, bandwidth, and active user
accounts). Resource usage can be monitored, controlled, and
reported providing transparency for both the provider and
consumer of the utilized service.

Service Models are as follows:

Software as a Service (SaaS): the capability provided to the
consumer is to use the provider’s applications running on a
cloud infrastructure. The applications are accessible from
various client devices through a thin client interface such as a
web browser (e.g., web-based e-mail). The consumer does
not manage or control the underlying cloud infrastructure
including network, servers, operating systems, storage, or
even individual application capabilities, with the possible
exception of limited user-specific application configuration
settings.

Platform as a Service (PaaS): the capability provided to the
consumer is to deploy onto the cloud infrastructure con-
sumer-created or acquired applications created using pro-
gramming languages and tools supported by the provider. The
consumer does not manage or control the underlying cloud
infrastructure including networks, servers, operating sys-
tems, or storage, but has control over the deployed applica-
tions and possibly application hosting environment configu-
rations.

Infrastructure as a Service (laaS): the capability provided
to the consumer is to provision processing, storage, networks,
and other fundamental computing resources where the con-
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sumer is able to deploy and run arbitrary software, which can
include operating systems and applications. The consumer
does not manage or control the underlying cloud infrastruc-
ture but has control over operating systems, storage, deployed
applications, and possibly limited control of select network-
ing components (e.g., host firewalls).

Deployment Models are as follows:

Private cloud: the cloud infrastructure is operated solely for
an organization. It may be managed by the organization or a
third party and may exist on-premises or off-premises.

Community cloud: the cloud infrastructure is shared by
several organizations and supports a specific community that
has shared concerns (e.g., mission, security requirements,
policy, and compliance considerations). It may be managed
by the organizations or a third party and may exist on-pre-
mises or oft-premises.

Public cloud: the cloud infrastructure is made available to
the general public or a large industry group and is owned by
an organization selling cloud services.

Hybrid cloud: the cloud infrastructure is a composition of
two or more clouds (private, community, or public) that
remain unique entities but are bound together by standardized
or proprietary technology that enables data and application
portability (e.g., cloud bursting for load-balancing between
clouds).

A cloud computing environment is service oriented with a
focus on statelessness, low coupling, modularity, and seman-
tic interoperability. At the heart of cloud computing is an
infrastructure comprising a network of interconnected nodes.

Referring now to FIG. 1, a schematic of an example of a
cloud computing node is shown. Cloud computing node 10 is
only one example of a suitable cloud computing node and is
not intended to suggest any limitation as to the scope ofuse or
functionality of embodiments of the invention described
herein. Regardless, cloud computing node 10 is capable of
being implemented and/or performing any of the functional-
ity set forth hereinabove.

In cloud computing node 10 there is a computer system/
server 12, which is operational with numerous other general
purpose or special purpose computing system environments
or configurations. Examples of well-known computing sys-
tems, environments, and/or configurations that may be suit-
able for use with computer systeny/server 12 include, but are
not limited to, personal computer systems, server computer
systems, thin clients, thick clients, hand-held or laptop
devices, multiprocessor systems, microprocessor-based sys-
tems, set top boxes, programmable consumer electronics,
network PCs, minicomputer systems, mainframe computer
systems, and distributed cloud computing environments that
include any of the above systems or devices, and the like.

Computer system/server 12 may be described in the gen-
eral context of computer system-executable instructions,
such as program modules, being executed by a computer
system. Generally, program modules may include routines,
programs, objects, components, logic, data structures, and so
on that perform particular tasks or implement particular
abstract data types. Computer system/server 12 may be prac-
ticed in distributed cloud computing environments where
tasks are performed by remote processing devices that are
linked through a communications network. In a distributed
cloud computing environment, program modules may be
located in both local and remote computer system storage
media including memory storage devices.

As shown in FIG. 1, computer system/server 12 in cloud
computing node 10 is shown in the form of a general-purpose
computing device. The components of computer system/
server 12 may include, but are not limited to, one or more
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processors or processing units 16, a system memory 28, and
a bus 18 that couples various system components including
system memory 28 to processor 16.

Bus 18 represents one or more of any of several types of bus
structures, including a memory bus or memory controller, a
peripheral bus, an accelerated graphics port, and a processor
orlocal bus using any of a variety of bus architectures. By way
of example, and not limitation, such architectures include
Industry Standard Architecture (ISA) bus, Micro Channel
Architecture (MCA) bus, Enhanced ISA (EISA) bus, Video
Electronics Standards Association (VESA) local bus, and
Peripheral Component Interconnects (PCI) bus.

Computer system/server 12 typically includes a variety of
computer system readable media. Such media may be any
available media that is accessible by computer system/server
12, and it includes both volatile and non-volatile media,
removable and non-removable media.

System memory 28 can include computer system readable
media in the form of volatile memory, such as random access
memory (RAM) 30 and/or cache memory 32. Computer sys-
teny/server 12 may further include other removable/non-re-
movable, volatile/non-volatile computer system storage
media. By way of example only, storage system 34 can be
provided for reading from and writing to a computer usable
medium, such as non-removable, non-volatile magnetic
media (not shown and typically called a “hard drive”).
Although not shown, a magnetic disk drive for reading from
and writing to a removable, non-volatile magnetic disk (e.g.,
a “floppy disk™), and an optical disk drive for reading from or
writing to a removable, non-volatile optical disk such as a
CD-ROM, DVD-ROM or other optical media can be pro-
vided. In such instances, each can be connected to bus 18 by
one or more data media interfaces. As will be further depicted
and described below, memory 28 may include at least one
program product having a set (e.g., at least one) of program
modules that are configured to carry out the functions of
embodiments of the invention.

Program/utility 40, having a set (at least one) of program
modules 42, may be stored in memory 28 by way of example,
and not limitation, as well as an operating system, one or more
application programs, other program modules, and program
data. Each of the operating system, one or more application
programs, other program modules, and program data or some
combination thereof, may include an implementation of a
networking environment. Program modules 42 generally
carry out the functions and/or methodologies of embodiments
of the invention as described herein.

Computer system/server 12 may also communicate with
one or more external devices 14 such as akeyboard, a pointing
device, a display 24, etc.; one or more devices that enable a
user to interact with computer system/server 12; and/or any
devices (e.g., network card, modem, etc.) that enable com-
puter systeny/server 12 to communicate with one or more
other computing devices. Such communication can occur via
Input/Output (I/O) interfaces 22. Still yet, computer system/
server 12 can communicate with one or more networks such
as a local area network (LAN), a general wide area network
(WAN), and/or a public network (e.g., the Internet) via net-
work adapter 20. As depicted, network adapter 20 communi-
cates with the other components of computer system/server
12 via bus 18. It should be understood that although not
shown, other hardware and/or software components could be
used in conjunction with computer system/server 12.
Examples, include, but are not limited to: microcode, device
drivers, redundant processing units, external disk drive
arrays, RAID systems, tape drives, and data archival storage
systems, etc.
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Referring now to FIG. 2, illustrative cloud computing envi-
ronment 50 is depicted. As shown, cloud computing environ-
ment 50 comprises one or more cloud computing nodes 10
with which local computing devices used by cloud consum-
ers, such as, for example, personal digital assistant (PDA) or
cellular telephone 54 A, desktop computer 54B, laptop com-
puter 54C, and/or automobile computer system 54N may
communicate. Nodes 10 may communicate with one another.
They may be grouped (not shown) physically or virtually, in
one or more networks, such as Private, Community, Public, or
Hybrid clouds as described hereinabove, or a combination
thereof. This allows cloud computing environment 50 to offer
infrastructure, platforms and/or software as services for
which a cloud consumer does not need to maintain resources
on a local computing device. It is understood that the types of
computing devices 54 A-N shown in FIG. 2 are intended to be
illustrative only and that computing nodes 10 and cloud com-
puting environment 50 can communicate with any type of
computerized device over any type of network and/or net-
work addressable connection (e.g., using a web browser).

Referring now to FIG. 3, a set of functional abstraction
layers provided by cloud computing environment 50 (FIG. 2)
is shown. It should be understood in advance that the compo-
nents, layers, and functions shown in F1G. 3 are intended to be
illustrative only and embodiments of the invention are not
limited thereto. As depicted, the following layers and corre-
sponding functions are provided:

Hardware and software layer 60 includes hardware and
software components. Examples of hardware components
include mainframes, in one example IBM® zSeries® sys-
tems; RISC (Reduced Instruction Set Computer) architecture
based servers, in one example IBM pSeries® systems; IBM
xSeries® systems; IBM BladeCenter® systems; storage
devices; networks and networking components. Examples of
software components include network application server
software, in one example IBM WebSphere® application
server software; and database software, in one example IBM
DB2® database software. (IBM, zSeries, pSeries, xSeries,
BladeCenter, WebSphere, and DB2 are trademarks of Inter-
national Business Machines Corporation registered in many
jurisdictions worldwide).

Virtualization layer 62 provides an abstraction layer from
which the following examples of virtual entities may be pro-
vided: virtual servers; virtual storage; virtual networks,
including virtual private networks; virtual applications and
operating systems; and virtual clients.

In one example, management layer 64 may provide the
functions described below. Resource provisioning provides
dynamic procurement of computing resources and other
resources that are utilized to perform tasks within the cloud
computing environment. Metering and Pricing provide cost
tracking as resources are utilized within the cloud computing
environment, and billing or invoicing for consumption of
these resources. In one example, these resources may com-
prise application software licenses. Security provides identity
verification for cloud consumers and tasks, as well as protec-
tion for data and other resources. User portal provides access
to the cloud computing environment for consumers and sys-
tem administrators. Service level management provides
cloud computing resource allocation and management such
that required service levels are met. Service Level Agreement
(SLA) planning and fulfillment provide pre-arrangement for,
and procurement of, cloud computing resources for which a
future requirement is anticipated in accordance with an SLA.

Workloads layer 66 provides examples of functionality for
which the cloud computing environment may be utilized.
Examples of workloads and functions which may be provided
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from this layer include: mapping and navigation; software
development and lifecycle management; virtual classroom
education delivery; data analytics processing 68; transaction
processing; and data sharing 70.

FIG. 4A shows an example of a preferred system 100
distributing and sharing data between organizations servicing
neighboring locales 102, 104, 106, 108, according to a pre-
ferred embodiment of the present invention. Organizations
servicing neighboring locales 102, 104, 106, 108, clients of
one or more system computers 110, 112, 114 connected to
network 116, share geographically specific data, collected or
generated and stored, e.g., in local storage 34 or in network
attached storage (NAS) 118. Preferably, system computers
110, 112, 114 are cloud 100 computers, each provisioned
with an operations center 120, 122 or centers supporting
organizations in one or more locations 102, 104, 106, 108.
Locale 102, 104, 106, 108 inhabitants, organizations (public
and private) and individuals, produce data that is specific to a
particular geographic region, i.e., the respective locale 102,
104, 106, 108.

FIG. 4B shows a detailed example of a typical locale 104,
e.g., a city, and local organizations 130, 132, 134, 136, 138,
140 in the city 104. In this example the organizations include
utilities 130, public safety 132, law enforcement 134, admin-
istration infrastructure 136, 138 and weather service 140. The
utilities 130 may include, for example, water and power.
Public safety 132 may include, for example, fire/emergency
response. Law enforcement 134 may include police, for
example. Administration infrastructure may include traffic
condition monitoring 136 and medical/hospitals 138.
Weather service 140 typically monitors flooding and other
emergency and non-emergency weather events.

The utilities 130, public safety 132 and law enforcement
134 stream data 142, 144, 146 over the network 116 to the
operations center 120. The streamed data 142, 144, 146 can
originate, for example, from sensors and systems monitoring
local infrastructure and services. Similarly, the administra-
tion infrastructure 136, 138 and weather service 140 each
maintain local data 148, 150 that is accessible over the net-
work 116 by the operations center 120. Thus, the weather
service 140 may collect and locally maintain data 148, 150
from weather forecast and environmental simulations. The
operations center 120 includes a data exchange agent 152
consuming collected data 142,144,146, 148, 150, selectively
distributing data 154, 156 and selectively receiving data from
other locations.

Thus, the data exchange agent 152 may run simulations on
data collected for consumption locally, monitor location con-
ditions and select data for external distribution, e.g., on an
available data stream 154 or otherwise make collected data
available 156 to organizations for services in other locations.
Examples of services that may consume available data
include, for example, forecast precipitation data for flood
simulations in a given geographical area, e.g., 122, 124.
Simultaneously, the data exchange agent 152 may collect
available data from other locations made available by other
data exchange agents 152 for other locations.

A preferred system 100 selects data 142, 144,146,148, 150
collected for the local organizations 130, 132, 134, 136, 138,
140 in one locale, e.g., 104, to make available 154, 156 for
reuse by other organizations in other locales 102, 106, 108,
and conditions for such reuse. For example, re-use/distribu-
tion conditions can include what resolution to offer, param-
eter ranges, and measurement sampling frequency. Also other
organizations may use a preferred system 100 to specify
interest requirements to match in available data and data
streams. Once a match is found, organizations can renegotiate
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data transactions using filtering and aggregation techniques
based on data sampling. In particular, local organizations 130,
132, 134, 136, 138, 140 can explore data samples to deter-
mine whether the data quality is likely to be satisfactory
and/or whether to adjust data requirements. Thus, advanta-
geously, the present invention reduces data production costs,
and provides data collecting/generating organizations 130,
132, 134, 136, 138, 140 with business opportunities for mar-
keting the data.

FIG. 5 shows an example of multiple preferred operation
centers 120, 122 in shared information technology (IT) infra-
structure (e.g., in cloud computing infrastructure) facilitating
data production and consumption according to a preferred
embodiment of the present invention with reference to FIGS.
4A-B, identical features being labeled identically. In this
example, local organizations in one locale, e.g., 104, generate
the data from services or simulations and local organizations
in another locale, e.g., 106, which may be a potential data
consumer. So, the preferred operation center 120 makes gen-
erated data available to potential data consumer organizations
through another preferred operation center, e.g., 122, such
that potential data consumption organization can select gen-
erated data that meet local reuse needs.

Thus in this example, the generating operation center 120
also includes a preferences and conditions unit 160, a data
publication unit 162 and a filter/aggregations setup or gen-
eration unit 164, which generates and deploys filter/aggrega-
tors 166 for handling incoming data streams 142, 144, 146.
Similarly, in addition to a data exchange agent 168, the con-
sumption operation center 122 includes a requirements defi-
nition unit 170 and a data subscription unit 172. A publication
subscription unit 174 matches published data with subscribed
interests of potential consumers. A parameter negotiation unit
176 negotiates and renegotiates data transactions between the
generating operation center 120 and the consumption opera-
tion center 122. The setup or generation unit 164, deployed
filter/aggregator 166 and parameter negotiation unit 176
cooperate as a data exchange adjustment component set.

Preferably, the publication subscription unit 174 is a con-
tent-based publish/subscribe service, e.g., data analytics pro-
cessing 68 in FIG. 3, allowing the operation centers 122 to
subscribe to streams 154 and data 156 provided (or published)
by other organizations 120. The operation centers 120, 122
define publications and subscriptions according to metadata
properties that contain the characteristics of available data
and/or a certain desired stream or data. Thus, the data publi-
cation unit 162 defines the preferences as a set of n attribute-
value pairs. Likewise, the data subscription unit 172 defines
subscription characteristics as a set of n attribute-value pairs.
Preferably, each attribute a_i includes a name and a value v_i
with a comparison operator (e.g., =, <, =, >, _=, =). The
attribute values may be, for example, numerical, or an alpha-
numeric character string. Further, the data subscription unit
172 may specify allowed values as single values or as ranges
of'values. Attributes defining characteristics may include, for
example, offered resolution, parameter ranges and measure-
ment sampling frequency. Accordingly, published data or a
published stream with a certain set of characteristics matches
a subscription, if and only if published attributes satisfy all
subscription requirement attributes.

It should be noted that although shown herein as organiza-
tions in locale 104 generating data for consumption in locale
106, this is for example only. Typically, additional location
organizations may be generating data and, as the need/oppor-
tunity arises, consuming data from each other. So, while
consuming data from organizations in location 104, organi-
zations in location 106 may be generating data for consump-
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tion by organizations in locations 102, 104 and 108 with
preferred operation centers 120, 122 managing distribution as
described for transactions just between organizations in loca-
tion 104 and location 106.

FIG. 6A shows an example of collecting and publishing
data 180, and FIG. 6B shows an example of subscribing and
receiving published data 200. First, the data exchange agent,
152 in the example of FIG. 5, receives/collects data 182 from
sources 142, 144, 146, 148, 150 and uses 184 the data for
simulations or analysis to generate data streams 154 or files
156 for use. The data collecting/generating organizations
130, 132, 134, 136, 138, 140, take appropriate action 186 to
handle local incidents, e.g., in infrastructure and services. The
preferences and conditions unit 160 specifies conditions 188
for making input and output streams 142, 144, 146, 154 and
collected data 148, 150, 156 available to other organizations
for reuse. The data publication unit 162 translates 190 the
specified conditions into characteristics and parameter
ranges, and the publication subscription unit 174 publishes
192 the results.

So in one example, the operation center 120 may have
precipitation forecast (attribute or characteristics type) data
150 with a minimum resolution of 1 Km? for the locale 104.
The operation center 120 may decide to make this data avail-
able, publishing 192 to other locations 102, 106, 108 at the
same or a lower resolution, e.g., within 1 Km? and 15 Km?. In
another example, the operation center 120 may have traffic
simulation results (characteristics type="traffic”’) within a
100 Km? geographical area. The operation center 120 may
publish 192 the results about certain geographical areas in
that larger area 100 Km? or with a 1 Km?<resolution<50 Km?
and for a 50 Km><geographical area<150 Km? for that locale
104.

Subsequently, the data exchange agent 152 for another
operation center 122 identifies 202 a local need for data in
FIG. 6B. The requirements definition unit 170 defines local
data requirements 204 and the data subscription unit 172
subscribes 206 with publication subscription unit 174 for
certain preferences of streams or for acquiring streamed data
that satisfy defined local data requirements. The operation
centers 120, 122 share a data sample and negotiate 208 data
characteristics for reuse. When the publication subscription
unit 174 matches 210 offer conditions 192 with search pref-
erences 204 for the search. The setup unit 164 sets up the
filter(s) and/or aggregator(s) 214 required to manipulate or
re-format the data for the requesting operation center 122.
The deployed filter/aggregator 166 modifies and/or manipu-
lates the data 216 to meet the negotiated data characteristics.
Ifthe provided data fails to satisfy the needs for the subscrib-
ing operation center 122, the centers 120, 122 may enter data
adjustment 212. Data adjustment 212 begins a re-negotiation
212, where the organization centers 120, 122 re-negotiate
different data characteristics for reuse based on updated
requirements.

So in the above traffic example, operation center 122 sub-
scribes with data type=“traffic,” 5 Km><resolution<10 Km?,
geographical area=100 Km? and location=locale 106. The
published 192 characteristics from operation center 120 fall
in the subscription ranges and match 210. For n operation
centers, a preferred publication subscription unit 174 of FIG.
5 selects one organization with the maximum requirements
(ty, 15 15, . . ., 1,,) matching, sharing or in common with,
published data characteristics (¢, ¢,, C5, . . . , ¢,) as a match.
Preferably, the requested characteristics fall in the range of
the provided characteristics. So for example, even if the pub-
lishing operation center 120 publishes data with an original
resolution range of 5 Km? to 15 Km?, the offered/published
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resolution may be 1 km? during negotiation 208 if the sub-
scribing operation center 122 may requests a 1 km> resolu-
tion. After negotiation 208 the publishing operation center
120 dynamically generates 214 and applies filters and aggre-
gators 216 during delivery of the data files 142, 144, 146 and
streams 148, 150.

FIG. 7 shows an example of negotiations 208 with potential
customers (other subscribing operation centers, e.g., 122),
wherein the originating operation center, 102 in this example,
provides potential customers with data samples for quality
testing. The subscribing operation center 122 first initializes
2080 a data quality variable, e.g., set the variable to 0. Then,
the subscribing operation center(s) 122 begins iteratively
examining the data 2082 until quality exceeds a previously
defined, expected quality, or if the data parameters remain
within an offered range.

So first, the subscribing operation center(s) 122 sends a
request 2084 for a data sample and assesses sample quality
2086. If the quality does not exceed, or match expected qual-
ity, the data does not match and the subscribing operation
center(s) 122 continues sending requests 2084. Once the
quality exceeds or matches 2088 expected quality, the sub-
scribing operation center 122 checks whether the sample
indicates that data requirements need to be adjusted 2090,
e.g., for higher/lower resolution. If the sample indicates that
the data fails to meet requirements, the sample does not match
and the subscribing operation center 122 sends arequest 2084
to begin the next iteration. Otherwise, the data matches 210
and the subscribing operation center 122 downloads the data
2100.

Thereafter, the subscribing operation center 122 may
decide to refine characteristics during data adjustment 212,
which begins after the publication subscription unit 174 finds
amatch 210. Preferably during data adjustment 212, filtering
and aggregation 216 selects data that maximize intersecting
published/subscribed parameter ranges for each data
attribute. While using downloaded data, the subscribing
operation center 122 may discover that the previously nego-
tiated characteristics/requirements do not produce desired
results, e.g., by checking the simulation results. If the data
produces inadequate results, the operations center 120, 122
may renegotiate 210 the characteristics, and the publishing
operations center 120 dynamically adjusts filters and aggre-
gators to the new agreement. So in the above example, the
characteristics may be re-negotiated 210 for a new resolution,
e.g., 2 km? and the filter/aggregator adjusted to the new 2 km>
resolution. Of course, an organization may cancel at any point
during negotiation or re-negotiation.

Aggregators and filters each may be in software and may be
used both to transfer samples and for downloading. A typical
aggregator operates on data from two or more sources (e.g.,
142, 144, 146, 148, 150 in FIG. 4B) to produce one or more
outputs 154, 156. Typical examples of aggregator operations
include, but are not limited to, averaging values, calculating
the standard deviation and otherwise performing data analy-
sis on multiple values. A typical filter acts on data from
sources (e.g., 142, 144, 146, 148, 150) to selectively remove
portions according to previously specified filtering criteria,
e.g., reducing resolution or other attributes, sampling and/or
anonymizing the data.

An economics mechanism may be used to compensate
publishing operation centers for the data. For an example of a
suitable economics mechanism see, U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 13/751,856, “DATA DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM,
METHOD AND PROGRAM PRODUCT” to Marcos Dias
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De Assuncao et al., filed Jan. 28, 2013, assigned to the
assignee of the present invention and incorporated herein by
reference.

Thus advantageously, the present invention allows organi-
zations to selectively make collected data available for reuse
by other organizations, local or remote, and further, to specify
preferences for such reuse, e.g., at an offered resolution, with
selected parameter ranges and at a particular sampling fre-
quency. The present invention also allows other, potential
consuming organizations to specify interest in available data
and data streams to find requirement matches. Further, the
present invention facilitates adjusting to meet changing
requirements through data negotiation and renegotiation
using filtering and aggregation based on data sampling.

While the invention has been described in terms of pre-
ferred embodiments, those skilled in the art will recognize
that the invention can be practiced with modification within
the spirit and scope of the appended claims. It is intended that
all such variations and modifications fall within the scope of
the appended claims. Examples and drawings are, accord-
ingly, to be regarded as illustrative rather than restrictive.

What is claimed is:

1. A data distribution system comprising:

one or more computers sharing resources with organiza-
tions in a plurality of locations;

at least two operations centers, each supporting one of said
plurality of locations and provisioned in said one or
more computers, each operations center receiving and
evaluating local information for the supported location
and selectively providing evaluated information for
reuse by other locations;

a publication subscription unit;

a data exchange agent in said each operations center, said
data exchange agent publishing to said publication sub-
scription unit information available from a respective
supported location and subscribing to said publication
subscription unit information available from other loca-
tions, said publication subscription unit identifying sub-
scriptions for information matching published informa-
tion; and

a negotiation unit negotiating matched information trans-
fers with said at least two operations centers.

2. A data distribution system as in claim 1, wherein said
local information is data streamed from local sensors and
collected by systems monitoring local infrastructure and ser-
vices for local organizations passing said data to the respec-
tive operations center, said respective operation center selec-
tively making evaluated information available.

3. A datadistribution system as in claim 2, wherein any said
operations center with information for publication includes a
preferences and conditions unit and a data publication unit.

4. A data distribution system as in claim 3, wherein said
preferences and conditions unit specifies conditions for mak-
ing input and output streams and collected data available to
other organizations for reuse and said data publication unit
translates specified publication conditions into characteris-
tics and parameter ranges.

5. A data distribution system as in claim 1, wherein any said
operations center subscribing for information includes a
requirements definition unit and a data subscription unit.

6. A data distribution system as in claim 5, wherein said
requirements definition unit defines local data requirements
and said data subscription unit subscribes with said publica-
tion subscription unit.
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7. A datadistribution system as in claim 1, wherein said one
or more computers are cloud computers and said publication
subscription unit and said negotiation unit are provisioned in
said cloud computers.

8. A data distribution system as in claim 7, wherein at least
two operations centers comprises an operations center for
each of said plurality of locations, said local information is
data streamed from, and collected by, local organizations
passing said data to the respective operations center, said
respective operation center selectively making evaluated
information available to other operation centers, each said
operations center further comprising:

apreferences and conditions unit specifying conditions for

making input and output streams and collected data
available to other organizations for reuse;

a data publication unit translating specified publication

conditions into characteristics and parameter ranges;

a requirements definition unit defining local data require-

ments; and

a data subscription unit subscribing with said publication

subscription unit.

9. A data distribution system as in claim 1, wherein said
local organizations for at least one location include utility
providers, a public safety and law enforcement, location
administration and local weather service.

10. A data distribution method comprising:

determining a local need for data;

determining data requirements for said local need;

subscribing with a publication subscription unit for avail-

able published data matching said data requirements;
and

checking data characteristics for published data for a match

with said data requirements;

collecting data about a location, said location being one of

a plurality of locations, each having one or more local
organizations sharing resources on one or more comput-
ers;

analyzing collected data for local needs; responding

locally responsive to data analysis;

identifying data conditions for making data results avail-

able to other said local organizations; and

publishing said data characteristics of available data with

the publication subscription unit responsive to identified
said data conditions.

11. A data distribution method as in claim 10, further
comprising:

identifying any subscription matching said published data;

generating a filter/aggregator responsive to said identi-
fied data conditions;

applying said filter/aggregator to conform said data results

to said identified data conditions; and

downloading conforming said data results to said location

supported by the subscribing operations center.

12. A data distribution method as in claim 10, wherein
checking said data characteristics for a match with said data
requirements comprises:

requesting a data sample; assessing a data quality based on

said sample;

checking whether sample quality matches an indicated

expected quality; and whenever quality matches deter-
mining whether said data characteristics match said data
requirements, data being downloaded for a matching
sample.

13. A data distribution method as in claim 12, wherein
another sample is requested and assessed whenever sample
quality or data characteristics do not match.
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14. A data distribution method as in claim 13, wherein said
data characteristics are defined by attributes, said attributes
including an offered resolution, parameter ranges and a mea-
surement sampling frequency.

15. A computer program product for sharing and distribut-
ing location data, said computer program product comprising
a computer usable medium having computer readable pro-
gram code stored thereon, said computer readable program
code comprising:

computer readable program code for an operations center

supporting organizations in one of a plurality of loca-
tions, said operations center receiving and evaluating
local information for the supported location and selec-
tively providing evaluated information for reuse by
organizations in others of said plurality of locations;

computer readable program code for publishing from a

respective supported location;

computer readable program code for subscribing to infor-

mation available from other locations;

computer readable program code for matching subscrip-

tions for information with matching published informa-
tion; and

computer readable program code for negotiating matched

information transfers with operations centers supporting
the publishing location and the subscribing location.

16. A computer program product for sharing and distribut-
ing location data as in claim 15, wherein said local informa-
tion is data streamed from, and collected by, local organiza-
tions passing said data to the respective operations center,
said respective operation center selectively making evaluated
information available.

17. A computer program product for sharing and distribut-
ing location data as in claim 15, wherein said computer read-
able program code for publishing specifies conditions for
making input and output streams and collected data available
to other organizations for reuse and translates specified pub-
lication conditions into characteristics and parameter ranges.

18. A computer program product for sharing and distribut-
ing location data among clients of a cloud as in claim 15,
wherein said computer readable program code for subscrib-
ing defines local data requirements.

19. A computer program product for location data sharing
and distribution as in claim 15, wherein said at least two
operations centers are an operations center for each of said
plurality of locations provisoned on cloud based computers
supporting said plurality of locations, said local information
is data streamed from, and collected by, local organizations
passing said data over a network to the respective operations
center in the cloud, said respective operation center selec-
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computer readable program code for subscribing with said
publication subscription unit.

20. A computer program product for location data sharing
and distribution, said computer program product comprising
a non-transitory computer usable medium having computer
readable program code stored thereon, said computer read-
able program code causing a plurality of computers executing
said code to:

determine a local need for data

determine data requirements for said local need;

subscribe with a publication subscription unit for available
published data matching said data requirements; and

check data characteristics for published data for a match
with said data requirements;

Collect data about a location, said location being one of a
plurality of locations, each having one or more local
organizations sharing resources on said plurality of
computers;

analyze collected data for local needs; respond locally
responsive to data analysis;

identify data conditions for making data results available to
other said local organizations; and

publish said data characteristics of available data with said
publication subscription unit responsive to identified
said data conditions.

21. A computer program product for location data sharing
and distribution as in claim 20, said computer readable pro-
gram code further causing said plurality of computers execut-
ing said code to:

identify any subscription matching said published data;
generate a filter/aggregator responsive to said identified
data conditions;

apply said filter/aggregator to conform said data results to
said identified data conditions; and

download conforming said data results to said location
supported by the subscribing operations center.

22. A computer program product for location data sharing
and distribution as in claim 20, wherein checking said data
characteristics for a match with said data requirements causes
said plurality of computers executing said code to:

request a data sample; assess a data quality based on said
sample;

check whether sample quality matches an indicated
expected quality; and

whenever quality matches determine whether said data
characteristics match said data requirements, data being
downloaded for a matching sample.

23. A computer program product for location data sharing
and distribution as in claim 22, wherein said plurality of
computers are a plurality of cloud computers with provi-
sioned operations centers managing data publication and sub-
scription, each operation center requesting and assessing
another sample whenever sample quality or data characteris-
tics do not match, and said data characteristics are defined by
attributes, said attributes including an offered resolution,
parameter ranges and a measurement sampling frequency.
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